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V          incent van Gogh's The Starry 
Night, painted in 1889 
during his stay at the Saint-

Rémy-de-Provence asylum, remains an 
enduring masterpiece reflecting his deep 
connection with nature and inner world. 
Despite a brief and initially unsuccessful 
career, Van Gogh's work now holds 
immense cultural value.

The painting portrays a dynamic night 
sky filled with swirling stars and a bright 
crescent moon above a peaceful village. In 
contrast, the lower portion features a dark, 
flame-like cypress, bridging the earthly 
and celestial realms. A simple village with 
softly lit windows and a prominent church 

The Starry Night
Oil on canvas, c. 1889

29  x 36.25 in  /  73.7 x 92.1 cm
Mueseum of Modern Art (New York City, New York)

VINCENT VAN GOGH
b. 1853,  Groot-Zundert, Netherlands; d. 1890, Auvers-sur-Oise, France

steeple rests below. Though inspired by 
the view from his asylum window, The 
Starry Night was largely a product of 
Van Gogh's memory, imagination, and 
emotional state. He was captivated by the 
night sky and sought to capture the "inner 
radiance" of the stars.

Van Gogh's distinctive style is evident 
through bold, textured brushstrokes 
(impasto), vibrant colors, and a sense 
of movement. The painting's emotional 
intensity reflects his personal struggles. 
Initially overlooked, The Starry Night has 
become an iconic symbol of Van Gogh's 
artistic brilliance and his remarkable 
ability to express the beauty and enigma 
of the natural world.

How does Vincent van Gogh's 
The Starry Night inspire you?
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